THE  INDUSTRIAL  REVOLUTION  AND ITS  RESULTS
its output greater.    Up to 1755 the increase in the output increased
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of iron had scarcely exceeded I per cent, per year,1 but in of iron,
the second half of the century production increased rapidly.
The import of pig iron ceased to increase after 1765; the
number of blast furnaces grew from 59 in 1720 to 85 in 1788,
and to 221 in 1806, and their output of pig iron from 17,350
tons in 1720 to 68,000 tons in 1788, and to 250400 tons in
i8o6,2 In 1788, 33,000 tons of bar Iron were made in
Britain; in 1797 it was exported in an appreciable quantity
for the first time, and in 1812 exports of bar iron exceeded
the import of foreign iron.3 The turnover of each of the
five blast furnaces at Coalbrookdale was £80,000 in 1776,
and at Cyfarthfa, in South Wales, Crawshay, who in 1787
produced 500 tons of bar iron with difficulty* produced over
10,000 tons in i8i2.4
The industry was more than ever a large-scale one, de- The in-
pendent on capital investment, and the factory became comes more
common.    In 1812 near Birmingham there were ten Iron- caPltaUstIC
works, each of which had cost £50,000, and a single works
often  employed between  three  and  five  hundred men.5
Matthew Boulton employed 800 men in his works at Soho
in  1770.®   In  many cases  the ironmasters  attempted to
secure control of coal and iron mines.   The iron industry
now became concentrated near the coal-mines, and by 1806
87 per cent, of the output of the country was produced in
the Midlands, Yorkshire, Derby and South Wales.7    The
relative concentration, due to the need for water-power and more
supplies, was increased by the dependence of the industry trated.
upon mineral supplies.    The iron industries of South Wales
^and  of  the  Scottish   Lowlands  were  eighteenth-century
establishments.
The allied metal trades are interesting.    At the beginning The metal
of the century they were already largely concentrated in the
Black Country, South Yorkshire and in Northumberland
and Durham.    By 1737, 45,000 hands were employed in the
iron trade in the Birmingham district.8   They were highly
1 A$htQQ.,op.cit.,p.6o.       * Ibid.,p.gS.       3 Ibid., pp. 97 and 99.
4 Ibid., pp. 43 and 97.        5 Ibid.> p, xoo.     s Lord, op. cit., p. So.
7	Ashton, op. cit., p. 100,
8	Lipson, Econ. Hist, of England, vol. ii., p. 173 n.

